276            THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

of the fight which had followed had never
been despatched to head-quarters, owing to
the telegraph-wire having been cut imme-
diately after the contest began.

That communication, in this manner, was
interrupted was not as serious an omen as
might have been supposed. Cutting the
telegraph-wire was a favourite amusement
of the Manipuris; and even during the small
revolution in September, 1890, they had
demolished the line in two or three direc-
tions.

But when several days went by, and still
the wire remained broken, and no informa-
tion of any kind as to what was going on
in Manipur reached the authorities, people
became alarmed.

Rumours came down through the natives
that there was trouble up there; and a
few of the traders found their way into
Kohima with the news that all had been
killed

Then excitement rose high, and every day